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What is a guarantee system for 

organic agriculture?

The different types of guarantee
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● Consumers pay a premium price, or make an extra 
efforts to seek organic products, because they believe 
that such products correspond to particular efforts at 
the production level.

● Producers should produce according to expectations. 
They commit to follow a set of organic practices.

● Organic practices are often laid down in an organic 
standard. An organic standard often gives producers 
access to an organic label.

● Label = consumer recognition and trust.

● Who guarantees that the producers really follow the 
standard?  → organic guarantee system.

Why is a guarantee system needed?
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First party is the producer herself. Self Claim (+ access 

to the farm, e.g. CSA…) 

Second party is the buyer. e.g. PGS. 

Participatory Guarantee Systems (PGS) are locally 

focused quality assurance systems. They certify 

producers based on active participation of 

stakeholders and are built on a foundation of trust, 

social networks and knowledge exchange.

A third party is a person/body that is independent 

from both the producer and the buyer (has nothing to 

do with the value chain). Independent certification 

body

Who provides the guarantee: 1st, 2nd and 3rd parties
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● Currently dominant system for organic guarantee.

● Access to export markets

● Professional service. Inspectors are professionals, Certification 

Body (CB) is a specialized organization (for profit or not).

● Independence / impartiality (ISO 17065). No producer 

organization, no advisory service

● Can be governmental

● Individual or group certification (internal control system)

● Usually CBs must be overseen by an AB & a competent authority

What is third party certification?
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Benefits of certification

• Market development, premium prices

• Improve the image of the organic sector

• Consistency and trust in organic production

• Encourages production and market planning

• Identification and transparency. Facilitates 
contacts between market operators

• Basis for subsidy system

• Data collection on the sector
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PGS versus 3rd party in numbers

0

200,000

400,000

600,000

800,000

1,000,000

 Europe Asia Oceania North America South America Africa

Number of farmers certifiedthrouhg PGS

Number of farmers certified through 3rd party



8

• About 150 – 200 private standards/OGS

• 84 Countries with organic regulations (24 in the 

process of drafting). 

• Around 550  Third Party Certification Bodies (private 

& government)

• Accreditation of third party certification bodies by 

• National Accreditation Bodies 

• Competent Authorities

• International NGO (e.g. IOAS, an IFOAM 

daughter)

The world of “OGS”



Organic standards and 

regulations: a global overview
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Types of organic standards

• Private standards

• National / governmental standards

• Regional standards

• International standards

– IFOAM Standard

– Codex Alimentarius
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Regional variations between organic 

standards

• Culture, climate, agricultural practices, 

economy, natural resources…

• Local values and consumer preoccupations 

(animal welfare, biodiversity, buffer zones)

• Legal framework

• Status of development of organic agriculture 

(e.g. animal feed).
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How the movement deals with diversity

• Regionally/nationally adapted standards.

• Family of Standards approach: unity based on 

Common Objectives and Requirements of Organic 

Standards (COROS) equivalence. Developed by 

IFOAM and UN organisations FAO and UNCTAD.

• Recommendation on import regulations: 

equivalence rather than compliance.
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The IFOAM Family of Standards



Policy and Regulation Toolkit
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Tools for organic regulation



16

Global Policy Toolkit on Public Support to 

Organic Agriculture
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THANK YOU!
www.ifoam.bio


