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Critical Questions for sustainability in Africa (?)

•How can we produce more food? 

•How can we produce more, nutritious and healthy 
food? 

•How can we produce more food which is nutritious 
and healthy with out affecting the biosphere? 

•How can we produce culturally appropriate food 
which is nutritious and healthy and without 
affecting the biosphere and in a just way?



Challenges to the future of agriculture  

• Population explosion 

• Land and forest 
degradation 

• Decrease in biodiversity 

• Cultural erosion 

• Unplanned urbanization 

• Climate change 





TWO COMPETING NARRATIVES 
FOR THE FUTURE OF AGRICULTURE IN AFRICA 

Productivist

Agroecological



Productivist narrative 

Focusing on productivity 
mainly 
• agrochemicals 
• High Yielding Varieties 
• irrigation 
• Land consolidation
• Focusing on technology 

(emerging technologies) 
• Training farmers new 

techniques – knowledge 
substitution 



Institutions pushing industrial 
agriculture in Africa

Philanthrocapitalists, 
Development agents, Business 
with Local scientist and 
government bureaucracy 
(NEPAD, CADDP, AU, RECs) 



Narratives for industrial agriculture 

• Priority to business to feed 
Africa 

• Farmers seed is part of the 
problem and should be replaced 
by patented hybrids 

• Problem is of calorie so more 
calories is the solution.

• Land should be given to those 
who can make it productive.  

• Knowledge comes from science 

• It is possible to produce one fits 
all solutions. 



What is wrong with our the current food production 
system in times of climate change? IPES Food 

•Triple burden of malnutrition
•Hunger, micronutrient deficiencies, obesity &NCDs 

(cardiovascular, respiratory, cancer and diabetes) 
•Environmentally unsustainable
•Biodiversity losses, water pollution, soil degradation, 

GHG emissions, unsustainable use of natural 
resources, low resilience …

•Social inequities
•Poverty, disempowerment …

•Neglect of cultural values 



What prevents change: 8 Lock-ins

[NAME] – IPES FOOD



Planetary and social Boundaries

Steffen et al. 2015.
Planetary Boundaries: Guiding human development on a changing planet. Science Vol. 
347 no. 6223 https://www.oxfam.org/sites/www.oxfam.org/files/file_attachments/dp-a-safe-and-

just-space-for-humanity-130212-en_5.pdf

Kate Raworth



Agroecology
Action and change that brings sustainability and 
resistance to all parts of the food system: 
ecological, economic, cultural and  social.

Agroecology as science
Agroecology as practice
Agroecology as a social justice movement

It has to be all three or it is not Agroecology!  
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AFSA – What is in a name? 



Purpose is creating single African voice 
37 networks of networks – the biggest in the Continent –
working in 50 of the 55 countries.  

Representing food producers (farmers, fisher folks and 
pastoralists), women, youth, faith based organizations, 
consumer groups, indigenous peoples and indigenous CSOs. 

Potentially reaching 200,000,000 Africans 



AFSA believes in:

•Championing small African family 
farming/production systems – through agro-
ecology and Farmers Managed Seed System 

•Resisting the corporate industrialization of 
African agriculture – seed and land grabs.  



AFSA MEMBERS 



Countries where members of AFSA are active 



Four working groups

• Land and agroecology
• Citizens for agroecology
• Seed and agroecology
• Climate change and agroecology





The Goal of making a case for agroecology 

To make an evidence-based and
coherent case for agroecology as the
sustainable long-term solution for
farming in Africa



www.afsafrica.org/case-studies/



www.afsafrica.org













Degraded Land

High over-grazing and burning = 
Deep, wide and long erosion gullies

Low soil organic matter = Low soil 
fertility

Serious food insecurity in dry years

Thousands died in famines

Tigray, Ethiopia



Pond

Tigray, Ethiopia - Regenerating 

Soils, Landscapes and Communities

Rehabilitated 
gullies

Faba bean



Tigray harvests - compost and fertilizer

2019-06-26 34



KEY findings
Substantial income increases 

Higher yields and productivity

Improved soil fertility

Drought resistant varieties 
increase yield

Organic markets increase 
incomes

Increased crop diversity 
lowers risk, increases 
resilience

Photo courtesy of Never 
Ending Food



science Pesticidal plants 
work, are cost 
effective, sustainable 
and safe

Using SCI, tef yields of 
over 6 tons/ha have 
been observed under 
research conditions.

Soil moisture increase 
reported 



practice
•Use of diverse local varieties 
of food crops improves 
nutrition, health and food 
security

•Intercropping, and rotation 
improve soil fertility, and 
reduce dependence on 
external inputs

•Organic fertilizers and 
composting improves soil 
fertility

Photo courtesy of 
TRAX



Social movement

•Formation of farmer 
groups
•Enhanced social capacity 
and leadership of farmers. 
•Focusing on rural women 
and youth brings results
•Mediators (CSOs and other 
actors) play a huge role in 
mobilizing farmers

Photo courtesy of TRAX



Measuring impact 
against SDGs

A meta-analysis of the 50 case studies 
from 22 African countries shows the 
contribution of Agroecology to the 
attainment of the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals. 



Sustainable Development 

Goals

Positive Impacts Recorded
No. of cases

(Out of 50 total)

% of cases

1. No Poverty 27 54%

2. Zero Hunger 50 100%

3. Good Health & Well Being 11 22%

4. Quality Education 31 62%

5. Gender Equality 17 34%

6. Clean Water & Sanitation 14 28%

8. Decent Work & Economic 

Growth

27 54%

12. Responsible Consumption & 

Production

33 66%

13. Climate Action 21 42%

15. Life on Land 33 66%



AFSA Flagship programs

•Campaign on climate change 

•African Food Policy

•Biofertilizers for healthy life and 
ecosystems.

•Promoting agroecological products  



Thanks


